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Simply fill out the online application at

www.starfishinitiative.org (we'llrun a
| have been my Scholar's criminal background check), stop by
mentor since he began high for a visit to get to know us, and attend o

school. | plan on being in his a mandatory training session. For more
life as long as he wants me. information, please contact Mentor
Thanks again to you at Starfish Services at 317.955.7912 or by e-mail at o

~David Woods, Mentor mentor@starfishinitiative.org.

Over the past four years, ABOUT STARFISH

Starfish has been very

instrumental in not only the o

Scholar’s growth, but also Starfish Initiative is a college access and
mine. ~John Scott, Mentor readiness program serving economically
disadvantaged high school students in
Marion County. We believe that mentoring
is the key to improving the educational
Over the last three years | attainment and future of today’s youth. To
have watched my Scholar that end, we match every student in the
excelin every area of her life. Starfish program with a college-educated,
I can’t believe she graduates volunteer adult mentor whose job is to help

this year and will be going walk their student into college.
to college! | can only hope

that my daughter will be as

beautiful, intelligent, outgoing

and respectful as she. ~Luv United @8

Taylor, Mentor Way @ Givim
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THE TOP 5 QUESTIONS

ON BEING A STARFISH MENTOR ®

Who can be a mentor?
Any man or woman aged 21 or older with a college
education and a desire to help a young person!

v
Qualities of
a Successiul
Mentor

Commi'tmen’r.
Why do students need a mentor? Mentoring relationships

Many low-income students cannot get critical, ~ fake fime to make a

Who would | mentor?
An academically-promising, low-income high school
student from Marion County.

practical information about college and life from positive impact.
home or school. Parents and school personnel are

simply too busy or inexperienced. Respect.

Students must feel equal
dignity in the relationship to
gain frust.

Students with mentors have:

. * Better school attendance

What do mentors do?
As a “college coach,” you help a student stay on
track to graduate from high school and prepare
for college by picking the right classes, building
resumes and learning job skills. Oh - and mentors
also have fun with their students.

4 Better attitudes toward school . .
: Ability to listen.

Listen, ask thoughtful
questions, and allow students
to explore their own thoughts.

. Better chances to attend college

: . Less likelihood to begin using drugs

Empathy.
Good mentors can feel for people
without feeling pity for them.

: . More positive social attitudes and

relationships What do | have to offer a

student?
The best gift is interest and attention
to his or her talents, interests and
dreams and some extra know-
how from your experience

_ about how to reach
From “Mentoring: A

Likely Source for Youth ‘ | 46h those goals.
Development.” Child @ou

Trends Research Brief. E 3 For More Answers: Visit our website af
Feb. 2002 starfishinitiative.org

Problem-solving.
Help a student make sense of issues and suggest
alternatives; but your student makes the decisions.

Flexibility and openness.
Good mentors take time to get to know their student and are
open to learning about new trends and new technologies.




